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CONEIDENTIAL DAKAR 1853 

LIMDIS 
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TAGS: OVIPSG 

SUBJ: DETENTION OF NEAL BALL 
REE: STATE 070383 

1. SUMMARY. MR NEAL BALL ( REETEL), VISITNG DAKAR ON PRIVATE TRIP 
RELATED TO HIS INTEREST IN AFRICAN ART, WAS DETAINED MAY 11 BY 
SENEGALESE AUTHORITIES, FOLLOWING HIS ENTRY INTO THE IFAN MUSEUM 
DURING TOUR OF MUSEUM BY PRINCE SIHANOUK. AFTER BEING HELD SEVERAL 
HOURS, EMBASSY OBTAINED HIS RELEASE AND IN MAJOR EFFORT SUCCEEDED 
IN GETTING HIM ABOARD SCHEDULED FLIGHT FOR BAMAKO. 

2. MR BALL CLAIMS THAT BEFORE ENTERING MUSEUM, HE INQUIRED IF IT 
WAS OPEN AND RECEIVED AEFIRMATIVE RESPONSE, THAT HE WAS UNAWARE 
THAT THE MUSEUM WAS CLOSED DUE TO SIHANOUK' S PRESENCE AND THAT HE 
PASSED SEVERAL GUARDS UNCHALLENGED, INCLUDING PRESIDENTIAL HONOR 
GUARDS. WHEN ARRESTED, HE WAS INFORMALLY ACCUSED OE DELIBERATELY 
ATTEMPTING TO ENTER BECAUSE OF SIHANOUK' S PRESENCE. 

3. CONSIDERABLE TIME ELAPSED BEEORE POLICE INFORMED EMBASSY THAT AN 
AMERICAN WAS BEING DETAINED. EVEN AT THAT POINT, OEFICIAL REFUSED 
TO PROVIDE NAME OR CHARGES. AFTER CONSIDERABLE DIFFICULTY CONSULAR 
OFFICER LOCATED PLACE OF DETENTION, PROCEEDED THERE DIRECTLY AND 
ASCERTAINED THAT DETAINEE WAS MR BALL. SHE ATTEMPTED TO SECURE 
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RELEASE, BUT WAS INFORMED THAT PERSONAL INTERVENTION OF 
AMBASSADOR 

WITH DIRECTOR OF THE SURETE WOULD BE NECESSARY. EFEORT WAS MADE 
TO 

REACH DIRECTOR BY PHONE, BUT HE WAS UNAVAILABLE, BEING WITH 
SIHANOUK 

ENTOURAGE. AMBASSADOR THERFORE WENT FIRST TO COMMISSARIAT WHERE 
BALL WAS DETAINED, WAS UNSUCCESSFUL IN OBTAINING RELEASE THROUGH 
LOCAL COMMISSIONER, THEN PROCEEDED TO MINISTRY OF INTERIOR WHERE 
DIRECTOR WAS FINALLY LOCATED. DIRECTOR GRANTED RELEASE, ASSERTING 
HOWEVER, THAT MR BALL COULD NOT HELP BUT HAVE KNOWN THAT HE WAS 
INTRUDING INTO OFFICIAL VISIT SITUATION. 

4. EMBASSY OEFICERS ESCORTED MR BALL TO HIS HOTEL, HELPED HIM 

PACK AND RUSHED HIM TO AIRPORT. EMBASSY ADMIN OFEICER MEANWHILE HAD 
SUCCEEDED IN DELAYING DEPARTURE AIR MALI ELIGHT BY TEN MINUTES SO 
THAT BALL WAS ABLE TO BOARD. 

5. COMMENT: WE REGRET THIS INCIDENT, WHICH SEEMS TO HAVE RESULTED 
FROM SERIES OF MISUNDERSTANDINGS AND SOME LACK OF COMMUNICATION AS 
WELL AS FROM A CERTAIN NERVOUSNESS OVER SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS FOR 
SIHANOUK VISIT. DESPITE SEVERAL TRYING MOMENTS WHILE IT LASTED, WE 
DO NOT BELIEVE IT IS OTHER THAN ISOLATED INCIDENT, HOPEFULLY TO 

BE SOON FORGOTTEN BY ALL CONCERNED. CERTAINLY WE HAVE IMPRESSION 
THAT GOS HAS NO DESIRE TO PURSUE MATTER. 

CLARK 
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